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Report  of  the  Director  of  the  Royal  Ontario  Museum 
of  Archaeology 

Gallery  reorganization  has  progressed  a  further  stage.  The  four  European  gal- 
leries had  been  arranged  by  country;  this  arrangement  has  been  altered  to  a  chrono- 
logical system,  since  the  earlier  separation — Germany  and  the  Low  Countries ;  France ; 
Spain;  and  Italy — no  longer  has  meaning.  The  reorganization  of  the  Eskimo  Gallery 
is  under  way.  Minor  rearrangement  has  been  carried  out  in  the  English  Galleries,  in 
the  West  Asiatic  Gallery,  and  in  the  South  West  Indian  Gallery.  The  latter  was  done 
with  the  assistance  of  Mr.  J.  V.  Hillen. 

The  problem  of  space  for  material  not  on  exhibition  becomes  ever  more  pressing. 
The  Holwood  House  cellar,  valuable  as  it  is,  can  be  nothing  more  than  a  stopgap: 
for  Museum  use  it  is  both  unsuitable  and  dangerous.  Closing  off  sections  of  galleries 
is  not  ideally  desirable,  but  with  present  resources  is  the  only  solution  we  have. 

There  have  been  four  special  exhibitions  during  the  year.  "East  and  West"  was 
opened  in  September,  1952.  It  was  an  attempt  to  demonstrate  the  cultural  impact 
and  influence  of  one  half  of  the  world  on  the  other;  the  complementary  "West  and 
East"  is  planned  for  September  next.  "Ancient  Jewellery"  was  opened  in  January, 
and  "England  of  Elizabeth  I"  in  May,  1953,  in  connection  with  the  Coronation  of 
Her  Majesty  Queen  Elizabeth  II.  The  Chinese  paintings  given  by  Bishop  W.  C. 
White  in  memory  of  the  late  Canon  Cody  were  exhibited  specially  in  May.  The 
policy  of  the  "Object  of  the  Month"  has  been  continued,  and  has  proved  a  great 
success. 

The  Museum  has  borrowed  a  small  number  of  objects  in  connection  with  specific 
exhibits  or  purposes.  The  most  notable  is  the  collection  of  paintings  by  Cornelius 
KrieghofT  lent  by  Miss  Helen  Norton  of  Ayers  Cliff,  Quebec.  Objects  have  been  lent 
to  the  University  of  Michigan,  to  the  New  York  "From  the  Land  of  the  Bible"  ex- 
hibition, and  to  eight  museums  or  galleries  in  Canada,  six  of  them  in  Ontario. 

Professor  Mcllwraith  has  retired  as  Joint  Curator  of  the  Ethnology  Department. 
He  remains  Associate  Director  of  the  Museum,  and  Mr.  K.  E.  Kidd  becomes  sole 
Curator.  Mr.  T.  F.  Stones  from  the  Queen's  Park  Art  Gallery,  Manchester,  England, 
became  Curator  of  the  Modern  European  Department,  and  Mr.  F.  St.G.  Spendlove 
of  the  Museum's  Canadian  collection  and  of  the  Sigmund  Samuel  Canadiana  Col- 
lection. Mr.  J.  R.  Harper  resigned  and  was  replaced  as  Chief  Cataloguer  by  Miss 
Elizabeth  Burt-Gerrans,  formerly  Assistant  in  the  Textile  Department.  There  were 
four  changes  among  junior  members  of  the  Museum  staff. 

Research  work  on  the  Ontario  Textile  project  continues.  The  value  and  impor- 
tance of  this  research  extends  far  beyond  the  textile  field  proper.  It  has  made  the 
Museum  favourably  known  in  many  places  in  southern  Ontario  which  had  not,  and 
otherwise  never  would  have,  heard  of  it. 

Lectures  have  been  given  in  four  University  departments;  in  University  Ex- 
tension courses;  and  to  outside  groups  in  and  near  Toronto.  The  Galleries  continue 
to  be  used  by  classes  from  the  Ontario  College  of  Art,  the  Ryerson  Institute,  and 
other  schools  of  design. 

Miss  Fernald  received  a  citation  at  a  Convocation  at  Mount  Holyoke  College  on 
"Science  and  Human  Values." 

The  Sigmund  Samuel  Canadiana  Collection  is  now  completely  installed  in  the 
new  building;  the  pictures  and  prints  on  exhibition  are  changed  three  times  a  year. 
The  appearance  of  the  building  has  been  greatly  improved  since  landscaping  was 
carried  out  this  spring. 
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A  six  weeks'  excavation  at  a  site  on  Rice  Lake  was  carried  out  in  the  summer 
of  1952.  The  party  was  led  by  Mr.  Harper,  and  consisted  in  part  of  members  of  the 
Museum  staff.  It  was  paid  for  partly  by  the  Museum.  In  reaction  to  much  outside 
pressure  the  Provincial  Government  passed  an  Act  for  the  Protection  of  Archaeo- 
logical and  Historical  Sites  in  the  winter.  The  Act  does  not  take  into  consideration 
any  of  the  points  raised  in  the  brief  sent  in  the  name  of  the  Museum  Board,  and  in 
our  opinion  will  not  achieve  its  purpose. 

Principal  acquisitions  included  fragments  of  two  Chinese  Mandarin  squares  of 
the  Ming  Dynasty,  the  gift  of  the  Members;  two  Egyptian  stone  reliefs  of  about 
2400  B.C.,  the  gift  of  the  Reuben  Wells  Leonard  Fund;  the  splendid  collection  of 
Canadian  table  silver,  formerly  on  loan,  now  the  gift  of  Mr.  John  E.  Langdon;  a 
Chinese  stone  stele  of  a.d.  678,  the  gift  of  Mrs.  Edgar  Stone;  a  set  of  four  engravings 
from  drawings  made  in  China  by  Attiret,  Castiglione,  and  others  in  the  middle  of  the 
eighteenth  century,  the  gift  of  Professor  E.  W.  Banting;  a  collection  of  early  Peruvian 
pottery,  the  gift  of  Mr.  R.  V.  LeSueur;  pieces  of  European  furniture,  the  gift  of 
Mrs.  F.  N.  G.  Starr  and  of  Mrs.  W.  D.  Ross;  and  a  pair  of  Quebec  altar  candlesticks 
of  carved  pine  of  the  early  eighteenth  century,  the  gift  of  the  R.  Laidlaw  Lumber 
Company. 

G.  Brett 

Report  of  the  Director  of  the  Royal  Ontario  Museum 
of  Geology  and  Mineralogy 

The  policy  of  this  Museum  to  assist  research  and  to  educate  the  student  and  the 
general  public  in  mineralogy  and  geology  is  being  continued.  Many  new  mineral 
specimens  have  been  acquired  through  donation,  exchange,  collection,  and  purchase. 
These  have  been  added  to  both  the  systematic  and  the  display  collections.  During  the 
year  many  specimens  have  been  supplied  or  lent  for  research  purposes  to  universities 
in  Canada  and  the  United  States  and  to  the  Geological  Survey  of  Canada. 

Most  of  our  efforts  with  regard  to  display  have  been  directed  towards  continuing 
the  building  of  new  exhibits  in  the  Geology  Galleries  under  the  direction  of  the 
Curator  of  Geology,  Mr.  Walter  M.  Tovell.  An  exhibit,  "Trademarks  of  Glaciers," 
has  been  designed  to  show  exceptionally  fine  specimens  of  glaciated  rocks  and 
minerals.  The  origin  of  the  Great  Lakes  is  illustrated  in  a  series  of  new  exhibits.  A 
generous  bequest  has  been  received  from  the  J.  P.  Bickell  Foundation  to  assist  in 
this  work. 

A  model  of  the  largest  blast  furnace  in  Canada  was  lent  by  the  Steel  Company 
of  Canada  and  has  been  installed  in  the  northeast  Geology  Gallery.  This  display  is 
augmented  by  a  related  exhibit  of  Museum  materials. 

Two  life  members  of  the  Museum,  Mr,  Frank  Ebbutt  and  Dr.  Hans  Frohberg, 
donated  considerable  time  to  sorting  and  cleaning  specimens  of  the  Dorfman  col- 
lection which  had  been  received  a  few  years  ago.  They  also  arranged  a  special  display 
chosen  from  these  fine  mineral  specimens  and  this  has  received  much  favourable 
comment. 

The  Museum  has  continued  its  sponsorship  of  a  group  of  Junior  Field  Naturalists 
totalling  29  members,  aged  eleven  to  fifteen  years.  Monthly  meetings  under  the 
direction  of  the  Museum  staff  gave  these  boys  and  girls  a  greater  knowledge  of  the 
world  in  which  they  live. 

The  Walker  Mineralogical  Club  held  several  of  its  monthly  meetings  in  the 
Museum  and  at  one  of  the  meetings  presented  to  the  Museum  a  magnificent  polished 
specimen  of  variscite  from  Fairfield,  Utah. 
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The  Director  was  a  delegate  of  the  National  Geographic  Society  to  the  17th 
International  Geographical  Congress  in  Washington,  D.C.,  August  8-15,  1952,  and 
read  two  papers  before  the  Congress.  In  November  he  attended  the  meetings  of  the 
Geological  Society  of  America  in  Boston  and  took  part  in  the  field  trip  to  some  of 
the  famous  mineral  localities  of  New  Hampshire  and  Maine.  Addresses  were  given 
by  him  before  the  Eastern  Federation  of  Mineralogical  and  Lapidary  Societies, 
Newark,  N.J.;  at  Smith  College,  Northampton,  Mass.;  at  the  Academy  of  Natural 
Sciences,  Philadelphia;  as  well  as  to  the  student  bodies  of  several  local  collegiates. 
He  visited  the  United  States  National  Museum,  Washington;  the  American  Museum 
of  Natural  History,  New  York;  the  Boston  Museum  of  Science,  Boston,  Mass.  Mr. 
Tovell  visited  the  Carnegie  Museum  in  Pittsburg,  the  American  Museum  of  Natural 
History  and  the  Metropolitan  Museum,  New  York.  Miss  Muriel  Ward,  Secretary 
and  Administrative  Assistant,  while  on  vacation  visited  the  United  States  National 
Museum,  Washington,  D.C.;  the  Chicago  Museum  of  Natural  History  and  the 
Museum  of  Science  and.  Industry,  Chicago;  Butte,  Montana;  Yellowstone  Park  and 
the  Canadian  Rockies.  Many  of  her  excellent  colour  photographs  have  been  added 
to  the  Museum  collections. 

V.  B.  Meen 

Report  of  the  Director  of  the  Royal  Ontario  Museum 
of  Zoology  and  Palaeontology 

It  is  indeed  gratifying  to  report  on  a  most  successful  year,  particularly  in  the 
field  of  research.  Many  important  studies  have  been  carried  out  by  the  members  of 
our  curatorial  staff.  The  results  of  some  of  these  have  been  published  in  scientific 
journals,  while  others  are  now  in  manuscript  form  awaiting  publication.  In  addition 
to  noteworthy  contributions  to  the  field  of  science,  the  curators  have  contributed 
many  popular  articles  and  have  prepared  manuscripts  for  popular  books  dealing 
with  their  particular  fields  of  study.  Two  such  books  (Ontario  Birds  by  L.  L.  Snyder 
and  T.  M.  Shortt;  The  Frogs,  Toads  and  Salamanders  of  Eastern  Canada  by  E.  B.  S. 
Logier)  have  already  been  published. 

Our  research  collections,  to  which  were  added  over  fifteen  thousand  specimens 
during  the  past  year,  have  reached  great  importance  in  the  study  of  the  systematics 
and  distribution  of  animal  forms  in  North  America.  Hence,  in  addition  to  our  own 
particular  research  problems,  assistance  was  given  to  many  other  research  institutions 
in  various  parts  of  the  world.  It  is  obvious  that  the  important  contribution  of  our 
Museum  is  that  of  research  based  upon  our  research  collections.  Details  concerning 
the  nature  of  the  research  problems  being  studied  and  the  individual  research  col- 
lections may  be  obtained  from  the  annual  report  issued  by  our  Museum. 

In  view  of  the  great  importance  of  fisheries  research  in  Canada,  a  definite  effort 
is  now  being  made  to  improve  the  facilities  of  our  present  research  collection  of  fish. 
Under  the  able  curatorship  of  Dr.  W.  B.  Scott,  the  present  housing  arrangement  of 
the  collection  is  to  be  changed  to  a  more  modern  storage  method.  At  the  present  time 
the  collection  is  housed  in  antiquated  cabinets,  making  it  most  difficult  to  catalogue 
the  collection  and  to  obtain  specimens  when  they  are  needed  for  research.  In  order 
to  bring  about  this  important  and  costly  improvement  it  will,  of  course,  be  necessary 
to  curtail  to  a  marked  degree  any  expansion  in  the  other  scientific  collections.  It 
should  be  pointed  out,  however,  that  the  other  scientific  divisions  have  obtained  more 
modern  storage  cabinets  for  housing  their  collections  during  the  past  number  of  years. 

As  a  contribution  to  an  understanding  of  the  importance  of  fisheries  in  Canada, 
an  exhibit  is  being  installed  in  our  galleries.  This  exhibit,  sponsored  by  the  Dominion 
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Department  of  Fisheries  in  co-operation  with  our  Museum,  will  be  of  great  edu- 
cational significance.  It  is  our  sincere  hope  that  as  a  result  of  this  striking  gallery 
exhibit  and  the  improvements  in  the  research  division  of  fish,  our  Museum  will  gain 
its  rightful  place  as  the  storehouse  of  information  dealing  with  problems  related  to 
the  distribution  and  systematics  of  our  Canadian  fish. 

For  the  past  number  of  years  research  work  dealing  with  the  systematics  and  dis- 
tribution of  insects  based  on  our  Museum  research  collection  was  carried  out  by  a 
single  individual.  This  was  indeed  a  most  unfortunate  state  of  affairs,  particularly 
when  one  considers  the  great  importance  of  insects  in  our  national  economy  and  the 
great  size  of  the  group  in  respect  to  the  number  of  species  that  have  to  be  considered. 
It  is,  therefore,  most  gratifying  to  report  that  we  have  been  able  to  add  Mr.  G.  B. 
Wiggins,  M.A.,  a  graduate  of  our  own  University,  to  our  staff.  Mr.  Wiggins  will 
concentrate  on  systematic  studies  of  particular  orders  of  aquatic  insects.  It  is  most 
important,  in  view  of  our  interest  in  the  study  of  fish,  to  build  up  our  research  col- 
lections of  aquatic  insects  and  to  carry  out  scientific  investigations  on  the  various 
species  concerned.  Up  to  the  present  time  we  have  made  quite  favourable  advances 
in  this  direction  with  the  addition  of  over  ten  thousand  specimens  to  our  collections 
during  the  past  year. 

Although  the  members  of  the  curatorial  staff  do  not  hold  academic  positions 
in  the  University,  they  have  during  the  past  year  co-operated  with  the  Department 
of  Zoology  in  the  presentation  of  certain  University  courses.  They  have  also  taken  an 
active  part  on  committees  dealing  with  graduate  students,  and  they  have  assisted 
some  graduate  students  in  their  research  as  well  as  directing  the  research  of  others. 
Dr.  R.  L.  Peterson  presented  the  Mammalogy  section  of  Course  25 ;  served  on  grad- 
uate examining  committees;  and  assisted  graduate  students  in  their  research  prob- 
lems. Mr.  L.  L.  Snyder  presented  the  Ornithology  section  of  Course  25  and  assisted 
graduate  students  in  their  problems  pertaining  to  the  study  of  birds.  Dr.  W.  B.  Scott 
presented  the  Ichthyology  course,  Course  22,  as  well  as  an  informal  course  given  to 
members  of  the  federal  Department  of  Fisheries.  The  Director  presented  the  insect 
portion  of  Course  9;  served  on  a  number  of  graduate  examining  committees;  and 
supervised  the  research  of  a  student  who  is  enrolled  in  the  School  of  Graduate  Studies 
for  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Philosophy. 


Report  of  the  Supervisor  of  the  Division  of  Education, 
Royal  Ontario  Museum 

The  responsibility  of  a  provincial  museum  the  size  of  the  Royal  Ontario  Museum 
to  an  area  as  large  as  Ontario  is  indeed  great.  The  Division  of  Education  fulfils 
some  of  the  institution's  obligations  by  serving  the  elementary  and  secondary  school- 
children and  various  adult  groups.  Museum  materials  make  history  and  natural 
science  more  vivid  to  children  and  adults. 

This  year  the  six  Museum  Extension  courses  given  in  collaboration  with  the 
Department  of  University  Extension  were  introduced  to  the  public  at  an  "Open 
Night."  Members  of  the  Museum  staff  were  present  to  talk  to  any  who  might  be 
interested  in  galleries  related  to  particular  courses  that  were  to  be  given  during  the 
season.  In  spite  of  the  low  attendance,  due  in  part  to  an  extremely  bad  thunder- 
storm, the  evening  was  a  success  in  other  ways.  The  courses  themselves  were  en- 
thusiastically and  well  attended  and  we  naturally  hope  that  those  in  the  coming 
season  will  be  equally  so. 


F.  A.  Urquhart 
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A  larger  group  of  adults  was  reached  through  the  twenty  Sunday  afternoon  film 
showings  where  pictures  relevant  to  our  collections  were  shown.  Each  programme  was 
seen  by  a  capacity  audience,  many  of  whom  were  New  Canadians  who  have  come 
to  this  country  with  a  fine  sense  of  appreciation  for  museums. 

One  of  the  basic  concerns  of  the  Division  is  to  help  adults  and  children  feel 
more  at  home  in  their  world  whether  it  be  through  the  study  of  sciences  or  of  his- 
tory. In  the  latter  connection,  one  of  the  more  important  starting  points  is  a  know- 
ledge of  one's  own  local  history.  Any  encouragement  or  impetus  that  this  Division 
can  give  to  local  groups  who  have  a  similar  concern  is  felt  to  be  a  legitimate  use  of 
staff  time.  As  a  result,  one  of  our  teachers,  a  member  of  the  Museum  Committee  of 
the  York  Pioneer  and  Historical  Society,  has  been  instrumental  in  the  reorganization 
of  the  material  at  Sharon  Temple,  Sharon. 

Again  this  year,  courses  were  planned  for  the  students  of  the  Ryerson  Institute. 
A  special  programme  was  planned  for  the  students  of  the  Toronto  Normal  School  so 
that  they  might  see  actual  classes  in  action  in  the  galleries  of  the  Royal  Ontario 
Museum,  as  well  as  learn  of  the  activities  of  the  Division  of  Education.  Other  pro- 
vincial Normal  Schools  also  visited  the  Museum. 

The  Saturday  Morning  Club  had  a  successful  year.  Over  200  children  were 
enrolled  in  groups  which  studied  the  contributions  of  different  nations  to  Canada. 
Since  all  the  children  were  acquainted  with  our  beautiful  mosaic  ceiling  they  easily 
understood  the  implications  of  the  Club's  theme,  "A  Mosaic  of  Canadian  Culture." 
We  wish  to  express  our  appreciation  to  the  Parks  Department  of  the  City  of  Toronto 
which  annually  gives  a  grant  of  $1,000  to  help  with  the  operating  expenses  of  the 
Club. 

Our  major  responsibility  is  to  the  elementary  and  secondary  school-children  of 
the  province  through  three  different  channels:  trips  to  the  Museum,  classroom  visits 
of  a  Museum  teacher,  and  the  use  of  travelling  cases  containing  Museum  material. 

The  statistics  show  an  increase  in  the  number  of  children  visiting  our  galleries 
both  from  urban  and  from  rural  districts.  They  cannot  indicate,  however,  our  belief 
in  the  value  of  small  groups  if  the  visit  is  to  hold  any  lasting  meaning  for  the  child. 
It  is  with  interest  and  a  little  trepidation  that  we  are  watching  the  growth  of  a 
Greater  Toronto.  Amalgamation  will  certainly  affect  this  staff.  Already  some  of  the 
suburban  schools  are  asking  for  the  rather  concentrated  service  now  given  to  schools 
under  the  Toronto  Board  of  Education.  It  should  be  pointed  out  that  for  this  type 
of  service  the  Toronto  Board  gives  a  grant  of  $6,600  a  year  to  the  Division  of 
Education. 

During  January  two  of  our  teachers  visited  some  of  the  elementary  and  secondary 
schools  of  the  counties  of  Prescott,  Glengarry,  Stormont,  Dundas,  Grenville.  In 
February  three  of  the  staff  took  Museum  material  to  the  schools  of  Kent,  Essex,  and 
Lambton.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  most  teachers  have  asked  for  more  frequent 
and  longer  visits.  One  teacher  from  Brockville  aptly  summed  up  the  feeling  of  the 
teachers  when  he  wrote,  "The  application  of  the  theory  that,  'once  seen  equals  a 
thousand  times  told'  is  sufficient  to  prove  the  value  of  your  visits." 

It  is  the  policy  of  the  Division  to  send  travelling  cases  to  the  schools  visited  the 
year  before,  thus  continuing  for  a  second  year  the  Museum  contact  with  the  same 
schools.  These  travelling  cases  are  organized  around  some  specific  social  study  or 
natural  science  topic,  and,  along  with  the  accompanying  notes,  are  valuable  teaching 
aids.  This  year  thirteen  cases  were  used. 

We  should  like  to  express  our  thanks  to  the  staffs  of  the  Museums  and  to  the 
maintenance  and  guard  staff  of  the  building.  The  programme  of  the  Division  of 
Education  depends  upon  their  support  and  interest,  as  well  as  that  of  other  edu- 
cational groups. 
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Royal  Ontario  Museum  Attendance 
July  1,  1952-June  30,  1953 

No.  of  No.  of 

groups  individuals 

A.    Using  R.O.M.  Galleries  and  Studies 

t.    General  Public    184,543 


2.    School  Classes 

(a)  Toronto    754  25,631 

( b )  Province 

Museum    972  23,504 

Teachers'  trips    414  16,276 

(c)  R.O.M.  staff    22  220 

(d)  Unconducted   236  5,146 


Total  2,398  70,777 

3.    Groups  other  than  schools 

(a)  Ontario  College  of  Art    496  7,987 

(b)  Extension   157  8,661 

(e)  R.O.M.  staff    29  426 

(d)  Unconducted   60  1,601 

\e)  University  of  Toronto    292  4,149 


Total  1,034  22,824 

B.     Using  theatre  and  lecture  rooms 

1.  University  of  Toronto    1,663  117,316 

2.  R.O.M:  sponsored   42  2,235 

3.  Unsponsored   226  60,663 


Total       1,931  180,214 
C.    Using  Canadiana  Gallery,  Archives  Building  12,362 


Summary: 

General  public    184,543 

School  classes   2,398  70,777 

Groups  other  than  schools    1,034  22,824 

Using  theatre  and  lecture  rooms    1,931  180,214 

Using  Canadiana  Gallery,  Archives  Building    12,362 

/     

Total  5,363  470,720 


N.  E.  Heakes 
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MUSEUM  BOARD 


Robert  Fennell,  '. 
Sigmund  Samuel,  Esq. 
Ronald  Allen,  Esq.,  ph.d. 
Professor  M.  B.  Baker 
W.  H.  Clarke,  Esq. 
P.  A.  C.  Ketchum,  Esq. 

Mrs.  O. 


Esq.,  q.c,  Chairman 

,  ll.d.,  1st  Vice- Chairman 

R.  A.  Laidlaw,  Esq.,  ll.d. 

The  Rt.  Hon.  Vincent  Massey,  c.h. 

Colonel  W.  E.  Phillips 

Sidney  E.  Smith,  Esq.,  q.c,  m.a.,  ll.d. 
D.  Vaughan 


COMMITTEE  OF  DIRECTORS 

Gerard  Brett,  m.c,  m.a.,  Director  of  Archaeology 

T.  F.  Mcllwraith,  m.a.,  f.r.s.c,  Assoc.  Director  of  Archaeology 

V.  B.  Meen,  m.a.,  ph.d.,  Director  of  Geology  and  Mineralogy 

F.  A.  Urquhart,  m.a.,  ph.d.,  Director  of  Zoology  and  Palaeontology 

Miss  M.  A.  Fritz,  m.a.,  ph.d.,  f.r.s.c,  Assoc.  Director  of  Zoology  and  Palaeontology 

L.  L.  Snyder,  Esq.,  Assoc.  Director  of  Zoology  and  Palaeontology 

Miss  Norma  Heakes,  b.a.,  Supervisor,  Division  of  Education 

Mrs.  Helen  Marriott,  Secretary  to  the  Museum  Board  and  the  Committee  of  Directors 
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